
Words from the President - Mark Roberton 

Club Captain’s Message - Jess Poore 

A fresher intake comparable to 
2008/9's has given a very 
promising start to the season, 
bolstering all our teams, and 
even allowing our new men's 
5th team to begin competing!  

Continued sponsorship from 
Bank of America Merrill Lynch 
has allowed the club to make 
best possible use of College 
and Union support by increas-
ing the level of coaching in the 
club: Our Men's 1s & 2s coach 
from last year - Avtar - has 
stayed on, and a new face - 
Soma Singh - has also joined 
us to coach the Ladies' 1s, 
strengthening the ICHC con-
nections with Richmond 
Hockey Club. So far - although 
the newly promoted Men's 1s 
are up against tough competi-
tion - the coaching is clearly 
having an impact! In addition, 

I would like to thank the ex-
players who've volunteered to 
coach some of our other sides, 
and brought a noticeable im-
provement, particularly to the 
Ladies' 2s.  

The annual Fresher's Tour, 
club curries, Pub Golf and 
Christmas dinner have pro-
vided the centrepieces to the 
club's social side so far.  

Another successful Fresher's 
Tour to Brighton saw a couple 
of great nights out - even for 
those who were intending to 
stay in London! Meanwhile, 
the well-known team curry 
nights expanded to accommo-
date all 7 teams in one restau-
rant in Brick Lane, where sur-
prisingly good food and drink 
were enjoyed by all. As for our 
annual summer tour, this 

year's destination will be 
Croatia and Slovenia! 

Many thanks to you all for 
supporting last summer's 
Presidents day and Annual 
dinner - remember to keep 
those dates for your diaries - 
and we look forward to seeing 
you at 2010's events.   
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Happy New Year and welcome 
to the 2009/10 newsletter! I 
hope you enjoy reading about 
the activities of the Club in the 
following pages and conclude, 
as I have, that the Club is as 
strong and sociable as ever. 

I would like to express my 
thanks to Jess and her Execu-
tive Team who have been do-
ing a sterling, and at times 
thankless, job of steering the 
Club as it continues to grow in 
numbers. 

Notable news this year is the 
very successful and hugely 
ambitious tour to India last 
summer, which combined 
charity and social activities 

with some high class hockey 
opposition; moreover, Jack 
Cornish (former Club Captain 
and Men‟s 1st team Captain) 
arranged for further fundrais-
ing activities at College in 
support of the Future Hope 
School last term. 

The Club has managed to 
steer through the financial 
crisis that put our sponsor-
ship from Merrill Lynch at 
risk by negotiating with their 
new suitor, Bank of America, 
which means that the Club 
can continue to invest in pro-
fessional coaching which has 
made a significant positive 
impact on the pitch. 

Socially, the club is continu-
ing to lead the way at College 
and the new intake of Fresh-
ers have integrated well; 
helped, as ever, by some great 
social events and tours. 

Last year‟s President‟s Day 
was a personal highlight and 
was attended by a good pro-
portion of current members 
and many alumni, including a 
number of familiar faces that 

haven‟t been able to make it 
for a few years.  The hockey 
was also noteworthy, with the 
President‟s XI giving the 
Men‟s 1st team a 4-1 drum-
ming. I can only assume that 
this year the current team will 
want to redeem it‟s honour, so 
it will make for a good day and 
I hope as many of you will be 
able to make it. 

The Alumni Fund is still in 
operation and I would like to 
thank  those of you that do-
nate for your continued sup-
port. This year it is not envis-
aged that there will be a draw 
down to support the Club‟s 
activities due to the strong 
financial strength of the Club. 
The Committee may however 
decide to support some of the 
activity at President‟s Day this 
year as part of its mandate to 
strengthen the link between 
the Club and its alumni. 

As ever, if there is anything 
would like to raise with me, 
please feel free to email me 
using the details on page four 
of this newsletter.  

http://www.imperialhockey.co.uk


With a few new faces this 
year, the Ladies 1s are 
working hard every Mon-
day night, this season with 
a coach.  We are now on the 
right track to fight our way 

to the top of BUCS league 
and we have already quali-
fied through two rounds of 
both BUCS and ULU cups. 
 On the cups front, we are 
hoping to take revenge this 

year after missing out on 
both of them in the final 
last year. The Ladies 1s, 
standing on the top of Big 
Guns, are with no doubt 
full of promise. 

Ladies 1st XI - Vicky Galligani - Big Guns Position: 1st 

Men’s 1st XI - Chris Baker-Brian - Big Guns Position: 4th 

Ladies 2nd XI - Carina Carter - Big Guns Position: 2nd 

5 games, which is amazing 
and must be a record for 
the ladies 2s.  We have pro-
gressed to the second 
round of the ULU reserve 
cup and a highlight has to 
be beating the medics 9-2.  
Turnout at training has 
been high all term and 
there has been a noticeable 
improvement in everyone‟s 
game, which is reflected in 

the recent scorelines.  
Turnout at sports night has 
also been high, with several 
fresher's joining the team, 
and a new tradition of 
cheeseboard and port ap-
pears to be developing.  
Now we know what we‟re 
capable of, we are hoping to 
continue our success in the 
New Year. 

The ladies 2s season got off 
to a shaky start and it took 
time for us to start working 
well as a team.  However, 
I‟m delighted to say we 
have had an amazing turn-
around in the second half 
of the term and have gone 
from strength to strength 
winning five games in a 
row.  We have also scored a 
whopping 25 goals in these 

season started off slowly with a bore 
draw at home to Portsmouth 5th 
team, but things were soon back to 
normal with a very late arrival and an 
8-0 loss at the hands of UCL 2nd. A 
walkover taken and a 5-1 defeat in 
Portsmouth followed, and it was start-
ing to look like a distinctly average 
season, until the home game versus 
Sussex 2nd, 2-0 down after the first 10 
minutes the DeIViants performed a 
comeback of epic proportions. Some-
thing akin to Lazarus rising from the 
dead, it were as if Cotton Eye Joe were 
speaking the immortal words „ I am 
the resurrection, and the life: he that 

The team this year saw the changing 
of the guard somewhat, as Alex and 
Rob headed off to Zurich, they say to 
study, but really to just get the first 
round ready for the tour in early Feb-
ruary. Some new faces were added in 
the form of Jacob, Matt, Alec , Mark, 
Paul and Ali. But not to worry some of 
the old guard were still around with 
Dr Blackie, Master Reynolds and Sau-
rav bringing the average age of the 
team up to a level to which we have 
become accustomed. With the immi-
nent arrival of the baboon hunter 
Harry Marshall in the new year, 
things are looking fine. The DeIViants 

believeth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die‟. 
Anyway, goals from messers Philpott 
(2) and Joris (1) secured a 3-2 victory. 
Another walkover halted the momen-
tum of what can only be described as a 
hockey Goliath, as the team had to 
wait in the cold and rain for Westmin-
ster, damn those owls.  The year 
ended meekly with a 6-1 defeat to 
Goldsmiths, but with tour and a game 
against the 3rds to look forward to, it 
is sure to be a happy new year. 

Men’s 4th XI - Mike Dowling - Big Guns Position: 7th 
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“Flexi V” Vaquero who have both con-

sistently performed to a high stan-

dard. Old hands Stumpy, Krusty, Sid 

and Shipman continue to lead the 

Men‟s 1s to the Union on a Wednes-

day and capped off the term with a 

memorable night at the Christmas 

dinner, showing the club just how 

drinking should be done. This term 

sees the team begin their ULU league 

and Cup campaigns, where they hope 

to repeat last season‟s successes and 

capture some more silverware! 

The 2009-2010 season has been a 

challenging one for the Men‟s 1st XI. 

Freshly promoted into BUCS South 

East League 1A under the captaincy of 

D.R. in 2009, the team has come up 

against some strong opposition in 

their recent league games, with many 

close results that just didn‟t go their 

way. Some notable games have in-

cluded a draw against league leaders 

Brighton and a victory against Kent 

University. Lots of fresh faces have 

graced the team this year, notably 

Nick “Cougar” Newell and Anthony 



With the increasing num-
ber of members in the 
hockey club, we needed to 
make sure that everyone 
knew each other in the bar 
as well as on the pitch! This 
term saw the regular fix-
tures of pub golf and ACC 
bar nights, a massive club 
curry in Brick Lane and 
union frivolities on 
Wednesday evenings. The 
Fresher's Tour this year 
was to Brighton, which was 
enjoyed by all new and cur-
rent members of the club. 

We arrived on Friday eve-
ning and as a hockey club, 
there is no better way to 
start a tour other than with 
a few pints and so Belushis 
(which coincidently was the 
bar at out hostel) was our 
first stop. We then headed 
to the main „strip‟ where 
everyone had a fun-fuelled 
evening and the fun contin-
ued with fish and chips and 
a little paddle in the sea on 
the way home. A little 
mixed game was played on 
Saturday in preparation for 

Sunday‟s game but unfortu-
nately, the weather was not 
in our favour and the match 
was cancelled. Another 
highlight of this term was 
the Christmas dinner at 
Walkabout, which saw the 
introduction of a Slow Race 
and needless to say, every-
one enjoyed the night! Next 
term will continue with 
more team curries, more 
Wednesday evening fun 
and of course the one and 
only Annual Dinner!! 

The next few games were a little disap-
pointing with 2 draws against Hollo-
way and Brunel, and a loss to a 
„surprisingly‟ good Reading team. This 
already brings us to the last game of 
the term and our first ULU game, 
playing away at St. Barts. This, being 
the first game we turned up with time 
for a warm up, we were destined to 
win but it took a late goal by Ben Tay-
lor to secure the points. We celebrated 
in style with 6 bottles of port, that‟s 

The season got off to a bit of a delayed 
start as our first match was cancelled 
meaning we did not play until the 21st 
October, but winning against Royal 
Vets made up for it. After the late cold 
push back it was time for our annual 
fresher introductions. Having 5 quality 
freshers, on the pitch and in the bar, 
made this ever more entertaining, 
with the Ladies 1XI also making a late 
appearance to inspect the new arri-
vals. 

roughly when I stop remembering 
anything.. 

Christmas Dinner saw a good turnout 
from the fresher's and the whole team, 
with the former, in good 3‟s tradition, 
consuming most of their food through 
a pint glass. 

Next term looks promising with games 
against the 4XI‟s, RSM and possibly 
the 2XI‟s, which should be very excit-
ing and has upset written all over it. 

Social Shenanigans - Chelsea Wong  

Men’s 3rd XI - Chris Vetter - Big Guns Position: 3rd 

Men’s 2nd XI - Doug Weber-Steinhaus - Big Guns Position: 5th 

games in the first half of the 
season - 5 wins, 4 losses 
and one draw. We saw an 
early end in the BUCS Cup 
against Kingston 1's XI. On 
the other, we are currently 
leading table in the BUCS 
SE 4B league. Following 
last year's promotion, we 
have struggled in the first 
two ULU League Div One 
matches but we certainly 
have the skills to compete 

in this new league. The next 
matches in ULU Reserve 
Cup feature matches 
against men's fourth and 
third team. 

As always, the Christmas 

dinner proved to be a price-

less night-out for the team. 

The outlook for the second 

half the season is promis-

ing.   

The Men's 2nd XI started 
the season with a hard 
fought win 2-1 against the 
Medics. Since then we have 
improved week on week. 
The team is largely made 
up of fresher's and it has 
taken a while for the team 
to play as one. The second 
match against the Medics, 
two months into the sea-
son, resulted in strong 5-0 
win. We have played 10 
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us a player allowing for a 
very enjoyable game. With 
numbers not quite as high 
as we'd hoped the second 
game was saved by the la-
dies of the second team. 
After starting the game vs. 
RFUC 3 with a losing first 
half we then fervently got 

2009 marked a special mo-
ment; a moment in which, 
for the first time in Impe-
rial Hockey history, the 5th 
Men's Team was created. 
We debuted against the 
RSM hockey team who 
were very supportive and in 
great Uni team spirit lent 

the draw with ten 'men'. 
Though we‟re not „shooting‟ 
up the league tables, the 
team's very existence is 
constantly being vindicated 
by the hockey club‟s exem-
plary camaraderie. 

Men’s 5th XI - Ollie Joris - Big Guns Position: 6th 



who clearly demon-

strated that India were 

not a spent force in 

world hockey! The tour 

party then returned to 

Delhi and over the next 

few days visited the Jim 

Corbett National Park 

and Tiger reserve in the 

foothills of the Himala-

yas, followed by a day 

trip to Agra to see the 

The two week tour de-

parted on the 27th June 

from Heathrow and 

landed in Delhi the fol-

lowing day. After touring 

the many sites of India‟s 

capital for two days, the 

team moved north to the 

city of Chandigarh to 

play three games of 

hockey against the re-

gional academy side, 

beautiful Taj Mahal and 

Agra Fort. This was fol-

lowed by an over-night 

train journey to Kolkata 

(Calcutta) where the club 

engaged in some very 

worthwhile charity work 

with the Future Hope 

school, as well as playing 

(and winning) a match 

against a local club side. 

The majority of students 
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has helped us afford professional 
coaching for our top men's and 
ladies teams this season. Some of 
the sponsorship money helped 
subsidise our fresher's tour and it 
will be used to keep the costs to 
members as low as possible. Subs 
have increased by £3 to help cover 
increasing transport costs, and 
match fees have increased by £1 
for the teams who benefit from 
the professional coaching which 
has been popular. 

I am happy to report that the 
club's finances are secure, 
helped tremendously by our re-
newed sponsorship agreement 
with Bank of America Merrill 
Lynch for £3500 this season; 
with more flexibility in the 
agreement to seek sponsorship 
from other companies. I am 
hopeful we will be able to renew 
our sponsorship agreement with 
Bank of America next year, hav-
ing successfully dealt with their 
rebranding from Merrill Lynch, 
and also look at attracting other 
smaller sponsors. Sport Impe-
rial have again provided a 
coaching grant of £2000 which 

Finance Corner - Edward Lacey 

then returned to Delhi 

on the overnight train 

and flew back to London 

on the 12th July, leaving 

some to make their own 

way back to Delhi over 

the following weeks. 

Thanks must go to Luke 

Reynolds and Jack Cor-

nish for organising this 

epic adventure! 

Dates for Your Diary 

Mixed Tournament  

7th March 2010 

A social tournament 

held at Harlington with 

beer and food available. 

Contact Emma 

(evb07@imperial.ac.uk) 

or Ben 

(bb308@imperial.ac.uk) 

Presidentôs Day  

15th May 2010 

The ever popular day 

returns with matches, 

entertainment, food and 

beer - not to be missed! 

Contact Chris 

(cfb106@imperial.ac.uk) 

for more details 

Summer Tour 2010 

Sunday 27th June to 

Thursday 8th July 2010 

Croatia and Slovenia 

Contact Ed 

(el508@imperial.ac.uk) 

or Chris 

(cho105@imperial.ac.uk) 

for more details 

Annual Dinner  

19th March 2010 

This years event will be 

held at the Regency Ho-

tel in South Kensington 

Contact Izzy 

(ers06@imperial.ac.uk) 

for tickets and more 

details 

More details can be found on www.imperialhockey.co.uk closer to the dates, or contact the person in charge! 

http://www.imperialhockey.co.uk
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mailto:evb07@imperial.ac.uk
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Imperial Hockey Club Alumni Fund 
 
 
 
 What is it? 
  
The ICHC Alumni Fund is a means for Alumni to support the Club and promote connectivity between Alumni and 
current members through small annual contributions.  
 
Club finances are always tight and extremely sensitive to small changes in circumstances, for example during the 
2007-2008 academic year the club was unable to attract sponsorship which meant reducing coaching and an im-
pact on performance. Moreover, over the years, connectivity between current members and alumni has waned 
and hence the club has sought to address this issue through the appointment of an Alumni Relations position on 
the Executive committee, but there is still more to be done.  
 
The Fund has been established to help address both of these issues. A small committee has been put together to 
run the Fund and important principles have been established.  
 
 What are the principles?  
 

1. Departing members of the Club and Alumni will be invited to set up annual direct debits for the 1st July 
every year for £20 (leaving students will be able to defer the first payment until the following year)  

2. Funds will be spent that satisfy the following criteria:  
 Must be spent on activities that benefit all Club members (e.g., the fund will not subsidise tours 

that only a subset of members attend)  
 Existing sources of funding have already been pursued by the Club  

3. Funds may also be used to act as a catalyst to promote connectivity  

4. The Club will apply formally for consideration by the committee for funds  

5. Contributors to the Fund will receive annual accounts, details of expenditure and other benefits to be 
determined (e.g. reduced annual dinner tickets)  

 
 Who is on the committee?  
 

Eric Wratten [Chairman] ς Club Captain (1996-97)  

Claire Lambert [Treasurer] ς Fixtures Secretary (1996ς97); Qualified accountant and Director of Deloitte  

Mark Roberton [Secretary] ς Current ICHC President; Club Captain (1997-8); Mens 1st XI Captain (1996-7)  

 
 What to do next?  
 

1. Fill in the standing order mandate on the next page (please use your surname as the reference)  
 

2. Take it to your bank or send by post (where we will take it to the bank for you) to:  
 

Imperial College Hockey Club Treasurer  
c/o Student Activities Centre  
Imperial College Union  
Beit Quad  
Prince Consort Road  
London  
SW7 2BB 
 

3. Finally, please email us on ic.hockey@imperial.ac.uk to say you set up your standing order so you can 
go on the payees list (and receive the annual accounts and other benefits)  

mailto:ic.hockey@imperial.ac.uk


Standing Order Mandate 

My Bank:  

My Bank's Postal Address: 

 

Please pay by banker's standing order, canceling any previous instructions regarding this payee: 

Pay To    -    Bank: HSBC  

Branch: Letchworth 

Sort Code: 40-28-14 

Account Number: 21576313 

Account Name: Imperial College Hockey Club Alumni Fund 

Amount: £20.00 (TWENTY POUNDS) 

Reference: éééééééééé. 

Date of First Payment: éééééééé.. 

Payment due day or date: éééééééé. 

Frequency: Annually 

 

Until further notice or date of last payment  .........................................and debit my account ac-
cordingly: 

Name of my account: 

Sort code: 

Account number: 

I hereby authorise you to set-up this standing order payment on my account: 

Signed:.................................................................   Date:................................. 

Name: (Block Capitals):...................................................................................... 

Address:                                                                  Telephone: 

  


